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year, and make their returns in ready money. One reason
of going so early is with a design of coming back with the
merchants' caravan, if they cannot make one of their own.
The other caravan, consisting chiefly of merchants, the time
of their setting out depends principally on the arrival of the
ships from India, particularly of those from Bengal; for the
goods which these bring are principally purchased at Bus-
serah, and are partly sent up the river to Bagdad, and partly
carried over the great desert to Aleppo. The Bashaw always
endeavours to prevail on the merchants to take the former
road, because there is another duty to be paid at Bagdad,
for he is always very desirous of fleecing them. However,
when they come to an agreement with the Bashaw, they
choose to go by the way of the great desert, the carriage
being cheaper, and the impositions on the road less. The
ships generally arrive from India about the beginning of
June, and, when there is no impediment, the caravan usually
sets out in the middle of July; but this may be either
sooner or later, according to the time of the arrival of the
ships.
Besides these there are four caravans which travel to
Bagdad, which have no immediate dependance on the ship-
ping, because they consist chiefly of merchants belonging
to Bagdad and Persia; and therefore if a gentleman so orders
his affairs that the ship he is on board of arrives at Gombroon1
the latter end of January, or at Boucheer2 the middle of
February, he will probably find a trankey3 at either of these
places ready to depart for Busserah, and may have a passage
on easy terms. And if he conforms a little to the customs of
the country, as he ought in prudence to do, he will meet
with great civility. However, he must take care to carry his
own provisions along with him, for he will meet with nothing
but sheep and fowls in his passage, and these he may have
at every place he calls at. But as these people are not over
cleanly, he may chance to meet with some bosom friends, or
1 Bandar Abbas.                               2 Bushire.
3 Trankey (Teixeira's 'Tarranguy*)-" a small undecked vessel largely
used in the pearl fishery In the Gulf.